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Newly elected Pope Francis signaled a possible opening of Catholic doctrine by admitting he
has seen "The Da Vinci Code," starring Tom Hanks, and thought it was "pretty good." He
quickly countered that the book, written by Dan Brown, "was a little more complex."

  

"Don't get me wrong," added Pope Francis. "I will maintain the longstanding official church
stance that Jesus was never married to Mary Magdalene nor had any children with her, but I
don't think we need to demonize creators of art for having unusual theories. I don't think we
should wage war against what some might consider blasphemy. One of the other teams out
there does a lot of that, and I don't think it's good for PR."

  

Pope Francis went on to say that the acting in "The Da Vinci Code" was "first rate," and the plot
arc was "riveting at times."

  

"And although I felt the treatment of albino monks was somewhat derogatory, they're a much
smaller demographic than those who watch movies, so I don't want to make a big fuss about it,"
he added. "The albino monks know I support them, whether they self-flagellate or not. Rock on
my pigment-challenged brothers."
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